RandominterestingSnippetsFromBugzilla
WTF?

This page is an intermediate dumping place for snippets of general interest from bugzilla, so that they don't slip from the radar when the corresponding
bugs are closed.

DHTML/Cocoon musings

8) the admin section is heavily DHTM.-ized. It works on all 6th
generation browsers and the user is able to upload i mages and such
wi t hout requiring rountripping

[by setting the "src' property of an img with the value of the <input
type="file"> it is possible to visualize the image the user is uploading
right fromdisk, wthout requiring any rountripping. this inproves the
user experience *inmensively*!]

[al so, using dom cloneNode() it is possible to keep on adding inmages in
the formwi thout requiring roundtripping.]

M/ experiences in DHTM. programming with 6th browsers has been very
positive. |E and Mbz are pretty much conpatible, there are only a few
issues that really bug ne:

1) if you have <div class="blah"> blah is found in div.class in nmozilla
but div.classNane in I E! sonetines | think those guys in rednond just
need nore sunshine. | ended up testing for 'docunent.all' to
di scrimnate between the two DOM types.

2) the event nodel is *conpletely* different. there are tricks to nmake
the same code work on both, but things Ilike onclick(), onchange() and

onfocus() never seens to work the same way. | ended up using
onpropertychange() which is | E-specific. It is amazing how two different
browsers can clai mconpliance with a spec, but still be conpletely not

i nteroperabl e.

To be honest, | have to say this is not only Rednond's fault: the DOM
spec | acks any connection with the system So, it says that events are
pushed, and what is their names, but not *how and *in what order*!

As a result, | wote sone 300 lines of javascript for the client side
and only 4 of them were browser-dependent.

9) | used Mozilla for devel opnent. |If you are using another browser to
devel op your sites, throw it away and use nozilla. If you haven't done
so, please read:
http://devedge. net scape. coni vi ewsour ce/ 2003/ nozi | | a- webdev/

but even better, go to http://livehttpheaders. nozdev.org and downl oad
that awesone plugin that shows you the dunp of all the headers that flow
thru between you and the server. This saved nme hours of cocoon-view
based debuggi ng, expecially on nultipart forns. Not counting the ease of
use of the javascript console conpared to the stinking useless IE error
popup wi ndow. yuck.

10) at the end, this is a web site designed with *extreme usability* in
mnd. | spent endless hours trying to renpve *everything* possible from
the site without sacrificing the information that the site needed to
transmt. Also, the site is conpletely nanageabl e by people who are
barely able to read emuil.

11) despite the ability of I1E6 on all nachines that need to access the
internal CVMS, | decided *NOT* to use any content Editabl e solution but to

use pure forns for two reasons:

a) their content is always structured



b) web users are used to forns, but not to inline editable pages
(yet, at least). Forns provide visual semantics which are generally
understood, inline editing is not standardized and without proper visual
indications, users assune that if it's not in a textarea, the content is
sinply not editable. | think that even in a future of advanced inline
editing, forms will still have their pretty consistent usage because of
the clear visual semantics that are associated to them

Lessons | earned:

a) cocoon can be very useful for small sites, but the hard part is
*not* to use all its features and get down to easy stuff like a velocity
tenpl ate that generates XHTM.. Still, it can provide very useful
features even in that case (think style wapping instead of
header/footer inclusion)

b) flowscript rocks the planet. it will rock even nore conbined with
hot - depl oyabl e aval on conponents.

c) LiveConnect (the glue between javascript and java) nekes it hard to
abuse the flowto wite business logic in it. Even after a few lines of
having to call the classes by their full package nanes, you spin it off
into their own classes and call them This turns out to be very
straightforward and keeps the flow *very* clean.

d) flow + inputnodules + redirection fromflow totally substitute the
need for actions in the sitemap. The el egance of the resulting solution
is not even close to be action-based equival ent.

e) sessions and continuations do need to cohexist and they do very well
al r eady.

f) cocoon needs an xml repository as an aval on conponent accessible
fromthe flow the use of protocols is sinply not enough for the kind of
data mani pul ation required in seriously roundtripping webapps that have
to mix, match and change stored xm content. This doesn't need to be an
xm database, it could be a virtual file systemon top of a bl ob-capabl e
DB or a CVS view.

Hope this hel ps.

St ef ano.
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