BayesStopList

In Bayes.pm, there's a list of common words to skip during tokenization, aka the "stop-list". Use something like Regexp::Trie to generate an optimized
regexp to catch them all. ala:

perl -MRegexp::Trie -nle ' BEG N{ $r=Regexp: : Tri e->new; } $r->add($_); END {print $r->regexp,"\n"}"

Original list:

abl e
al |

al r eady
and
any
are
because
bot h
can
cone
each
emai
even
few
first
for
from
give
has
have
http
information
into
it's

j ust
know
i ke

| ong

| ook
made
mai

mai ling
mailto
make
many
nor e
nost
much
need
not
now
nunber
of f
one
only
out

own
peopl e
pl ace
ri ght
sane
see
such

t hat

t he
this

t hr ough
tine



usi ng
web
wher e
why
with
wi t hout
wor k
wor | d
year
years
you
you're
your

If it's any use, a listing of the top 500 most common English words is available at: http://www.world-english.org/english500.htm

(words with length < 3 removed)

abl e
about
above
act
add
after
agai n
agai nst
age
ago
air

al |

al so
al ways
anong
and
ani ma
answer
any
appear
are
area
ask
back
base
beauty
bed
been
bef ore
began
begi n
behi nd
best
better
bet ween
bi g
bird
bl ack
bl ue
boat
body
book
bot h
box
boy
bring
br ought
buil d
busy


http://www.world-english.org/english500.htm

but

cal
cane
can

car
care
carry
cause
center
certain
change
check
children
city

cl ass
cl ear
cl ose
cold
col or
cone
common
conpl ete
contain
correct
coul d
country
course
cover
cross
cry

cut
dark
day
deci de
deep
devel op
did
differ
direct
does
dog
don't
done
door
down
draw
drive
dry
during
each
early
earth
ease
east
eat

end
enough
even
ever
every
exanpl e
eye
face
fact
fall
famly
far
farm

f ast

f at her
feel



f eet
few
field
figure
fill
fina
find
fine
fire
first
fish
five
fly
fol l ow
f ood

f oot
for
force
form
f ound
four
free
friend
from
front
full
gane
gave
get
girl
give
gol d
good
got
govern
gr eat
green
ground
group
gr ow
had
hal f
hand
happen
har d
has
have
head
hear
heard
heat
hel p
her
here
hi gh
him
his
hol d
hone
hor se
hot

hot
hour
house
how
hundr ed
i dea
inch
interest
i sl and
j ust



keep
ki nd
ki ng
knew
know

| and

| anguage
| arge
| ast
late

I augh
I ay

| ead

| earn
| eave
left

| ess

| et
letter
life
I'i ght
like
line
list
listen
little
live

| ong

| ook

| ot

| ove

| ow
machi ne
made
mai n
make
man
many
map
mar k
nay
nmean
neasur e
men

m ght
mle

m nd

m nute
m ss
noney
noon
nor e
nor ni ng
nost
not her
nmount ai n
nove
much
nmusi ¢
must
name
near
need
never
new
next

ni ght
north
not e
not hi ng
notice



noun
now
nunber
nuner al
obj ect
of f
often
old
once
one
only
open
order
ot her
our

out
over
own
page
paper
part
pass
pattern
peopl e
per haps
person
picture
pi ece
pl ace
plain
pl an

pl ane
pl ant

pl ay
poi nt
port
pose
possi bl e
pound
power
press
probl em
produce
product
pul

put
question
qui ck
rain
ran
reach
read
ready
real
record
red
remenber
rest
right
river
road
rock
room
round
rule
run
said
sanme
saw
say
schoo



sci ence
sea
second
see
seem
sel f
sent ence
serve
set
severa
shape
she
ship
short
shoul d
show
si de
sinple
since
si ng
sit

Si X

si ze
sl eep
sl ow
smal
snow
sone
song
soon
sound
sout h
speci al
spel

st and
star
start
state
st ay
step
stil

st ood
st op
story
street
strong
st udy
such
sun
sure
surface
tabl e
tai

t ake
talk
teach
tel
ten
test

t han

t hat
the
their
t hem
t hen
there
t hese
t hey

t hing
t hi nk
this



t hose
t hough
t hought
t housand
three
t hrough
tine

t oget her
told
too

t ook
top
towar d
t own
travel
tree
true
try
turn
two
under
unit
unti |
use
usual
very
voi ce
vowel
wai t
wal k
want
war
war m
was
wat ch
wat er
way
week
wei ght
wel |
went
wer e
west
what
wheel
when
wher e
whi ch
whi |l e
white
who
whol e
why
will
wi nd
with
wonder
wood
wor d
wor k
wor | d
woul d
wite
year
yes
yet
you
young
your



History

(this part by jm, who selected the original set)

The original selection of words in the stop-list was based on words that scored around 0.4 to 0.6 in Bayes score after learning a "typical" spam/nonspam
corpus, with a very large number of hits — in other words, they were both (a) very common and (b) likely to always be ignored by the Bayes code anyway,

since they were always going to fall within the $MIN_PROB_STRENGTH range. They weren't chosen just as "common" words.

However, it's arguable that the stop-list makes an assumption that everyone speaks English — in some non-English-language countries, a nonspam corpus
may contain no English terms while the spam corpus is mostly-English, in which case those stop-words would actually make good spam signs.

Hence, | don't think it's a good idea to increase the stop-list with additional "common" english words.
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