NullCapableConverter

Creating a null-capable converter

Here's a methodology for creating converters that support null-capable and disabled Selectltems that might be of interest to others.
Example usage (hand-typed):

Selectltemselectltens[] = new SelectltenfitenslList.size() + itens2List.size() + 3];
int index = 0;
sel ectltens[i ndex++] = new Sel ectlten(ConverterOQptions. NULL_OPTI ON_VALUE, NO_| TEM SELECTED);
sel ectltens[index++] = new Sel ect|tenmConverterOptions. Dl SABLED_OPTI ON_VALUE, | TEML_LI ST_HEADER);
for (int indexl = 0; indexl < itensList.size(); ++indexl) {
selectltens[index++] = (Selectltem)itenslList.get(indexl);
}
sel ectltens[index++] = new Sel ect|ten(ConverterOptions. DIl SABLED_OPTI ON_VALUE, | TEM2_LI ST_HEADER);
for (int index2 = 0; index2 < itensList.size(); ++index2) {
sel ectltenms[index++] = (Selectltem)itens2List.get(index2);

}

return sel ectltens;

Converter code:

public final static String DI SABLED OPTI ON_VALUE = "jsf.converter. DI SABLED OPTI ON_VALUE";
public final static String NULL_OPTION VALUE = "jsf.converter.NULL_OPTI ON_VALUE";

public Object get AsCbj ect (FacesContext context, U Conponent conponent, String value) throws ConverterException
{

if (null == value) return null;
if (ConverterOptions. Dl SABLED OPTI ON_VALUE. equal s(val ue)) return ConverterOptions. DI SABLED OPTI ON_VALUE;
/1 should never be executed
if (ConverterOptions. NULL_OPTI ON_VALUE. equal s(value)) return null;

return // your getAsCbject inplenentation;
}

public String getAsString(FacesContext context, U Conponent conponent, Object value) throws ConverterException
{

if (null == value) return null;
if (ConverterOptions. Dl SABLED_OPTI ON_VALUE. equal s(val ue)) return ConverterOpti ons. DI SABLED_OPTI ON_VALUE;
if (ConverterOptions. NULL_OPTI ON_VALUE. equal s(val ue)) return ConverterQptions. NULL_OPTI ON_VALUE;

return // your getAsString inplenentation;

Approach for InputText

An other approache for InputText components can be found at http://jroller.com/page/stritti?entry=jsf_stringconverter_for_null_values
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