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How to use validator with dispatchAction

Answer(s)

if you want to use different validation rules with the validator you have to declare different action elements in your struts-config.xml file (using the same
action class if you want). for that you have to use the (Dyna)ValidatorActionForm.

another means is to validate your form in the methods of your DispatchAction class as in this example:
struts-config.xml:
<action pat h="/1ogon/ acti on/ | ogon"

type="test.web. struts. acti on. | ogon. LogonActi on"
nane="| ogonFor nt

scope="request" <-- 11l
val i dat e="f al se" <-- 111
i nput ="/ WEB- | NF/ j sp/ | ogon/ | ogon. j sp">
<forward name="success" pat h="/i ndex. jsp"/>

</ action>

LogonAction.java:

ActionErrors errors = new ActionErrors();
errors = formvalidate(mappi ng, request);

/1 Report any errors we have discovered back to the original form
if (lerrors.isEnpty())
{

saveErrors(request, errors);

return new Acti onForward(mappi ng. getlnput());
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Or you could also write a thin wrapper around the validationframework to validate a single field at the time. For instance the following code carries out the
validation of the form field at the same time it retrieves its value:
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inport java.util.Arraylist;
import java.util.lterator;
inport java.util.List;

i mport javax.servlet.http.*;

i mport org.apache. struts.action.*;
i mport org.apache. struts. validator.DynaVal i dat or For m

public class CustonValidator {
ActionErrors fornValidationErrors;
DynaVal i dat or Form f orm
private static final Logger |ogger = Logger.getLogger(MsaicValidator.class);

| **

* Creates a new MsaicValidator object.

* @aram f orm par anet er
* @ar am mappi ng par anet er
* @aram request paraneter
*/
publ i c MbsaicValidator(DynaVal i dator Form form Acti onMappi ng mappi ng, HttpServl et Request request) {
this.form= form
fornvalidationErrors = formvalidate(nappi ng, request);

}

| *x*

* Get the value for a particular formfield, and validate the value the user has enteed against the
Struts validation file
*
* @aram key paraneter
* @aramerrors paraneter
* @eturn returnVal ue
*/
public final Object validate(String key, ActionErrors errors) {
Iterator it = fornValidationErrors. get(key);
while (it.hasNext()) {
ActionError e = (ActionError)it.next();
errors. add(key, e);
}

return form get (key);

This can be called in the following manner from an action extending DispatchAction:

public ActionForward vi ewForm (Acti onMappi ng mappi ng, ActionFormform HttpServletRequest request,
Ht t pSer vl et Response response)
throws Exception {

ActionErrors errors = new ActionErrors();
Mbsai cVal i dat or v=new Mdsai cVal i dat or ( (DynaVal i dator Form form nappi ng, request);
String fornField = (String)v.validate("fornField", errors);
if (lerrors.isEmpty()) {

saveErrors(request, errors);

return (nmepping. getlnputForn() );
}

return viewrFor m( mappi ng, form request, response);

Hope this helps someone.
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